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intelligible, and which in fact are so used in the present
day,
-The markings on the reverses of the coins of this period
are principally numerals, and of this the coins 158, 161,
of the reign of Hea Tsung, 1163, 1190, are examples.
No. 163 of the same series gives me also an opportunity
of pointing out the crescent mark and spot so frequently
met with on Chinese coins (PL I., Pig. 4). It combines
both, although as a rule the marks occur separately. They
are erroneously considered by some numismatists to repre-
sent the sun and moon, being nothing more than nail
marks and vagaries of the Chinese artisans. The very
words for them in the native language expresses the mean-
ing literally: " Kea tsz" ff nail characters." The moulds
are made of clay, and when soft the workmen amuse
themselves by pushing their nails into the clay, and so
producing the crescent-marks here observed.
The spot is in like manner produced by "pricking "
the soft clay with the end of the graver with which the
characters are made. Finally, while considering the
markings of coins, it may be well to exhibit No. 96
(PL I., Fig. 5) as an example of "starring" the holes of
coins, which sometimes occurs.
No. 144 is a very rare coin of this dynasty. It is of
the Emperor Kin Tsung, ninth emperor, who reigned
scarcely two years.
As we approach the end of the dynasty, the apparently
inevitable disintegration of the Empire ensues. With the
Emperor Too Tmng the Sung dynasty may be said to have
ceased. It is true there were three more Emperors, each
of whom reigned about two years. But Kublai Khan, the
founder of the Yuen dynasty (Mongols), had already com-
menced his attacks on the Empire. Rung Tsung, the six-

